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LEGAT, COPENHAGEN (42-10) 

DESERTER MATTERS IMJ^RMATIOH CONTAINED 
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Enclosed for the Bureau is a copy of an informal 
translation of a newspaper article appe^ing in ”Berlingske j 
Tidende" on Sunday, 2/18/73, Copenhagen, Denmark. I ^ 
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The deserters hago but cxie thing in mind: Back hone again. 

The SKcdcs have, certainly, given them a liberal reception, 
but they feel very isolated and alien. 

5y; Jens Thonsen; 

BSRLE^cGSKS TIDE22DE*s special correspondent in Sjtrockholm. 

the Americen POWs In North Viet Ito have felt time to be long, 
it willHtill longer for the 475 American deserters in Sweden. 

- Let them just become aquainted ^ith meat-balls and ice-hockey, 
said an American radio canmentator recently in a cement on President 

Kixon * s address In ^iov"Nixon gave no- h<^ for. amnesty -for the ,475 

sorters d^^'i^with a few exceptions - have but one ^sh: To return home 
to the USA they turned their back upon es soldiers. ' -n 

The first reaction to the cease-fire in Viet Kam andjaresidenf / 
u Nixon rejection of a general amnesty for the deserters rMs split. th< 

475 Americas in S^^den into two camps: The one ‘‘fractlcp>^ ^p from e xtl 
still ho^ for milder winds from The White House. The other group 
A.D.C.JiAiaerican Deserters Committee^ does not vdsh to return hone 
a*USA^todoS‘^"ToTundVr^^^ their motifs for deserting th 

the .arny^ . . . 

- To desert can In 20 seconds. A life in eidle may for ^ 

■a lifetime, says Desoc»^;^arragher, .who ^deserted his unit shortl^^ 

America’s military interference in Indo China. 

Desmond Carragher did not .Is^evo in;any a^ applied for ^ 

Swedish citizenship. Carra^.er, who was in Er^land and later aqi^r^ 

American citizenship, be^me a Siiede lasT'wcek7 He is TCarried to a Finnish girV 
and has a child. / - 

y w IPPtjr.r //^_ , 

2Bf is the leader of the Up fr(p Exile 
Movement. Ke is living together with a Swedish girl in a ‘nice 3-rocm apart- 
ment in Spanga, outside Stockholm. 

Simon resolved to desert on Christmas Eeve 1969. He was then serving 
a four years service in Army Security Agency in Fort Devens, llass . It .is . 
the electronic intelligence agency of the army, where, i.a., the crew of 
the »» PUEBLO*' the spy-trawler later on caught, was trained in electronic 
espionage technique. ^ ) 

- I had the luck of having been abroad and ther^ore I had a pass- 
■•^ort, I sought Christmas leave and w'ent home to my parents in New York. 

Nobody knew^about my plans. I am the first cne who has deserted from Fort 
Devens - and nobody stopped me, when I bought e plane ticket from Idlewiill 
to Stockholm, he sayd. 

Simon will on Monday as spokesman of "Up from Exile” group go 
to Paris to attend an aTr.esty conference with representatives of the 
America peace groups. 

- I for 'vsy part entertain ho great hopes for returning hoKie^ In 

Fort Devens I had spoken clearly against the war in Viet Nam and I expected 
every minute to be court-martialled, Ih Army Security Agency - which was 
considered to a place for the privileged, the threat was always hanging 
over our heads that we might nh be transferred to the Infantry - and conse- 
quently to the war. ^ ^ 

^ 0. ZZ5P tA - 

>!ichae^^Rqwe 

organization, A.D^t., has no illusions either,:..; 


S 





wersTaged 23, and head of the -more ^leftist deserter 


I ^ Many of us are yearning for returning home. In^^e^en w-e have not 
bfen met with the understanding that we had hoped: for. The^re is racism ^in . 
rJwntlon - "jKvln utlHnilln/-V* *- (d?\mnetl forni/rr.or) ,is.^ 

If i\ n?»M l.rviced. 1 hnVo, -grown a C2jn mmwo'rt 

/p-. until 1 open my mouth. American Deserters- -Commit lee ‘ for ^whicH ^ am the 
^ ^r^ntX4^ROX, detached from "Up from Exile". We wildly disa^ee on the 

o.r the aii*i 3 of the American deserters. To us, it is not primarily 








ve can talk of armesty. 

American Deserters Coimittce coppefa^es in Sweden, i*a. with the 
Yletnj^ese. LiberatjLpn Front, bh ^^estinean Frcait and many 

other movements which, in Power’s oplnioh, are combatting aggression. 

- But is the Palestinean Liberation Front not an organization v:hich 
has terrorism as part of its progrem.; how een A.D.C. sympathize with the PFXN? 

- We have no objection to war. We did not desert because we are sol- , 
diers or were to be called up, but because v:e found that the USA^s engagement 

in Viet Nam was* an aggression against the Vietnamese people. We also find 
terrorrism to be a legal means of fight against oppression. 

Kichael Powers states that, A.D.C, in Sw’eden in October sent members 
to a secret meeting in Copenhagen with American sympathizers who -Vv^ere on 
leave from service in Germany. A. D,C. -people took part in the purely manual 
office V7ork in connection with the international Viet Nam Tribunal in the 

K^B. Hall and mete there the l^orth. Vietnamese vjitnesse^ . 

' ■ ' ■ 

- The meeting wqs kept secret, because we wished to avoid reprisals 

against the American soldiers who participated, and %dio are still serving im 
Germany. Since 19^9, v.’e have not from the A.D.C, encouraged desertion from 
the units in Germany. In lie^i thereof we are trying to ir^filtrate the 
barracks and to vindicate our viewpoints. We have still our underground 
fugitive organization intact in Copenhagen. This organization assists people 
v^o feel persecuted by the ?,my in Germany, and sees to it that they can get 
safelj*' to Sweden. Before 1969, the greater part of the deserters *passed 
Copenhagen on their way from Germany to S\feden. , . 




Originally, there were 7CQ /anericen deserters - cr oppenent? to Wr»r 
as they na’r.e themselves, - in Svfeden. Fror. t hi f forgot terj.' arav .only . 475 
are left now. Ksny of them reported at the American Embassy in Stcckhclm, 
askir^ to be. sent back home - regar<^ess of the ccnsecpiences. Other® have 
departed for Canada, from v;here soneor.es have sneaked into the USA via the 
Canadian border. 

Gene of them have got relatively mild sentences, othere were s en- 
tenced to several years of imprisonment; but the . pi:viishment is not ended, 
wher the prison-door opens up - we ere considered to be traitors, Desmond 
Carragher states. 


- Once the military authorities have branded a man a ” dishonorable 
soldier”, he may be left with a right of vote, >ri.thout a passport, indeed 
even without a driver’s^ license. And one must live with one’s feeling of 

guilt. \St.xJr- 

The Swedish Government has not ^^nted^'olitical asylum for the 475 
/ijneric:in deserters. They are not considA^ed to be political refugees. They 
hcve^erely been granted a temporary aeyium, the female Americrtn counsel says, . 
: £C yva r ri e d . to • a Swedi sh . prof e s sor . o f . mat hematic s . Krs , . Tcub i s 

legal ci^isbr for the /..''.lerican groups of 4e:^erter3 end is closely connected J^* 
with the whole circle that conven*^p every Tuesday for a che^ meal (Kr.3.5o,' 
per meal) in a small church in StockhoLr,.; The room is calledS ^l terns tive j 
Stomach” a nd is financed by the Swedish Govaminent via the Y \ 

- I am under the impression that, the greater part would return hor.e, 
if they could do without risk of being punished. Very few only have been able 
to adapt J:-hen:selves to the Swedish way of life, Mrs. Taub says. 

T^^itzgerald clearl 2 r expresses the feelings that imbue the deserters. 
Fitzgerald’s father is working in the US Department of Defense: 

- To begin vrf-th, he was at a loss to understand why v'e deserted. Today 
he writes me encouraging letters, and would like to get me back, if I so wished. 
But I have no wish to return home as a criminal. I do not feel I have committed 
anything criminal. In addition, it v.'culd’scem as if I admitted to have done 
•3c/:ethi::g vrrong. Out I nhould like to return hono. I fool Iriolntofl hnru, nnU 

in 2 nit*> of its defects, America is n'/’ hor.o. 

BlilLIIJGGKE TIDEUDE, Iv/2, Feh. 18, 1973. 
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fi.vI Jal bureau of investigation^^ 

W&shlDgtoD; D. C* 

Hovonber 4, 1968 


CLERGY AND LAYMEN CONCERNED 

ABOUT VIET HAN 

INTORW^TION CONCERNING - INTERNAL SECURITY 


The followiog inforeation was . 

Navember I, 1968^ by a source who has furnished rellRbl 

information in the past. _ 

On nrtober 24 1968, a group of clergymen and lay- 

K.SW iS :;-L7 

4 n T)ftt>i8 earlT on the morning of October 25, i 3 p», an 
checked in at the Hotel du Quai Voltaire. On pc to^r 25, 
this ^oup met with deserters and resisters who fled to 
France^ On the evening of ^ 

attended a reception which was sponsored by ^*i® Vis* »am 

identified by the source as a ^cialUt 

oricDted group in Paris# 

on the mornlhg ot October 46, 1968 several 

‘K.rrrShr»Pr«e”is''No^rh ^i'et^Ht:* at the ^.ce; 
i7parls: irtte aftereooe, another 

ero^ i^t with me«bers oJ the Katlohal Llberatioa J^at CSLr/. 
Ke aroup that wet with the D. R. were brleted^about 
neace talV^ which are peadlne In Paris. The group 


a.. -.d. neither recommendations nor oon- 

^ It is the pr«P»Ar-^ ■* 

irioaned' to your'sgeacy; it and its centents are - 

be distributed outside your agency. 
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CLEHGT AW) lATMEN CONCEBNBD ABOUT VIET HAH 
imaOBj^TION COHCERKl^ - iHrERHAL SECUftltV 




I i 

'I 


met with the HLF had a. iQDE.discuBsiob about the Viet Haw 
war . This group contended that there were no Comninis te 
in the NLF. They also stated that they V id 

coalition government in Viet Nam» but ^ hlt^t hat t^y_could 
not work with South Vietnamese leaders TOIEO and ZT since 
T HIEU and KT are American puppets. The 
representing the NLF also stated they 

in the Viet Ham war and that there were no major dilfersnces 
with them and with the North Viet Nam government. They 

B tatsd the TInifhd States would^ have to jJa A 

stopping of the bombing to bring abopt peace. 

Following this, the Individuals in the group 
then visited with friends in the city had ®“PP®*; 
individuals representing the Union of Draft Resisters and 

Deserters. 

On October 27, 1968, at 11:00 a.m, the group left 
Paris for Stockholm, Sweden. The plane stopped en^route in 

Copenhagen; Denmark and arrived ftt Stocttolm at 2^0 p.m, 

ThrSrJS^ ;as met at the airport by the American D^wter 
Committed and were taken directly, to an audltoiiw *2^ a 
meeting in which a number of people made ®P®®°J®* * 
who spoke were both deserters and members of 
group. Following this the group had dinner and *^®“ J*^®^ 
went^to the homes of their hosts, with whom they would live 
while In Stockholm. In soma instances, the hosts were 
prominent Swedes and in other instances were American ^ 
deserters and draft reslsters. a ^ ' 

On October 28, 1968, this group met wlt^ 

Deserters Committee. The source stated ^ 

T £ a ■ t olfxl "est Imate of l^ ^i^rl can deser ters ^ • a Stockholm 
T.. A'F'This 

reception, and”a discussion, it- .■/i Ut:. v.:;r~ 
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of the group and some of tfee deserters and Swedish Individuals 
who were interested in the deserter movement. On the evening 
of October 28, 1968, several of the delegation visited with 
Swedish church officials. 

On October 29, 1968, the delegation met at the 
office of the American Deserters Committee and participated 
in & working session ^here they discussed the T?©lfere o 
deserters. The discussion centered around the deserterfe well 
being, his family, and \fhether or not he wished to return 
to the United States. 

On October 30, 1968, the delegation went to see the 
Minister of the Interior and the Aliens Commission of ^eden. 
This group thanked the Swedish government for the way ^ 

deserters had been received and for the granting of humanitarian 
aslyum. They discussed generally the problems of the oeserters, 
?heir language inability, and the acquisition of work permits. 

Following this the group then left for New York. 


The following Individuals made this trip: 
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CLERGY AND LAYMEN CONCERNED ABOUT YIET NAN 
INFORNATION CONCERN HIG - INTERNAL SECimiTY 


is 


C&af ftc t er tza tlon® ot - K>S a ad SKCC - are a t ta^.h#d 


nk-MA . U > >•• *»»• 

^r!'y fhA A^ftricaBDeBS^ t^ll. C om Ip Stockholm ,_S»ede_n^ 

The source stated that SgBf advocates using deserters^to. 
entice other deserters an^ls believed hj the source^ to be 
subversive against the best interests of the Unite d States . 
The source stated that ^H^appears to have a lot of 
personal ambition and appears to be a Maoist and an extreme 
Marxisti-Lenloist. . , 

In connection with^gSI the source stated that 
ail members of the delegation referred to above with- tje 
erception of the ac t iv It tes 
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